8/26/72 

Dear Phil, 

• Two different early mronings, when I awakened too early and too wide-awake to return, 
to sleen, I wrote you one letter that was 7 pages long. G-enoral-iy, having decided to 
reform ay personal habits, I am able to return to sleep, if I still tend to rouse at the 
once-accustomed early hour of about 4. I am now averaging I thirds a good six hours of sleep, 
sometimes more. What was on my mina in each case was our medical problems. Gary and I have 
come to a oarting^fbat is even more painful for my wife than for me and there is no possibilx 
of friendship again because it involves more thamihe : breach of trust, as it does, but a 
conscious, behind-the-back act that was pointless and needless and one he knew would hurt 
us pinoK, ' So, you are the only one in the field of whom 1. mi^it aska& any questions. ^ - 

You don’t know Gary. ; He ria, -by; a .large,' - a\ vecy decent young man and a clinical pscyhologtst. , 

Dike most of us, he has his own emptional probltos the nature of which he has never HkxB& ; 
shared u<i'th me ?uid wlien we had what is almost a, father-son relationship I never pried. ^ 
tliink the ; tliihg he did that we regard as despicable is a consequence of one aspect oi his 

emotional problems. . T , . , ■ 

Hor have I ever asked you your training or role in your xnstimtxon. it has been 
eno ugh that when I asked you questions you made immediate, meaningful and sojjld response, 

as when I consulted you about tt arodLety H and that blackout. 

' You will remember I asked if you .could refer me to a forensic psychiatrist in this;, ., 
general area to use as an expert in our <w>ming suit for damages against the government. , 

It is, at b^Lst, a bad situation where it should be a good one, precedent having been . : : 
established vkth the victory, in our first suit. However, having, obtained a new lawyer, ■ 
not easy under our financial limitations or those of the law, which limit to 
2 £$, bf recovery and no retainer, he is doing next to nothing, none of the things he sain he 
would, doesn't even respond to inquiries I make so X can do work for him wixaout crossing 
Mm up, and has been, X thank, rather seriously prejudiced by a selection of our medical 
records, ^’his, essentially, is the problem X will undertake to encapsulate, where you 
may be able to counsel if not direct us to help if we need it. Remember, we can t pay for 

it if you have any such referral you can make. : : : _ ' ; > ■ ; 4. 

I teaan to get a different understanding of my own anxiety this early, sprain or late 
winter. I°hau thought it was wife^oriented only, cording from and triggered by her inevitable 
ractions to the stimuli, especially helicopters. X sought a medial consultation at our 
cooperative, She Group Health Association, and asked for sometime to' finally take the time 
and go over anxiety with me and our medical records so I could help the lawyer,' r ihe second 
i i.)"ii'iiv f-r- 1 - i ~m — * '"' A then refused. She sewn*, led to an appointment . with a shrhk 
who approved us for family therapy, I suspect an overdue thing and a very good idea. However 
was accompanied first by such ineffeciency and futility and then by such incredible ito^ ... 
me if not to you) preconceptions that we .have gotten worse than nothing t'rorn it, merely 

more futility. • t- : 

There was a rather long interval when 1 was my own lawyer, when the government was 

pretending to negotiate for several reason while refusing to. During this period of time, . 
having been recognised pro se by a federal judge, I sou^it access to tf.ur medical records^ 
to be able to correlate them with records I kept and. prepare to give oriented and related 
material to a tecb&Lcal expert. I was refused. I made no real issue of it for several^ 

, reasons, 7 one being that Moser to the time of • neqd miglit be better and another bein# thaV 
we depend on them for out medical needs. And, I never w^uited to be my own: lawyer ana fel 
that A might, ewntually,' find one, 7 as I did. It my interest you in what will follow to 
•f fnn w bow i by asking the former adversary, the manwho had been assigned tlie case when an 
assistant U.S.Attorney and been prejudiced by the government * s file on it, to represent 
us when a long enough time had elapsed, under the law, for him -to take the case without 
conflict. Tihe 'man we have is his recommendation, but I trusted this young lawyer, my 

supposed enemy, that nuch. ■ : . _ - , " , . 

Our new lawyer .ask&Lfon our medical records. I don t know the nature ox ms request. 
He jmy have placed a time limit on it, not ^derstanding that an eva3iiation over 

a period of years is required, not just opinions for the years covered by the perioa of 


the suit, in any event / for [that ' limited period of time , what he was 
incomplete i ^iSL> most relevant to the damage done us is eliminated, oi^hsre it is 

• ■ - *- ■ . . ...» — i-ji'-j-i — i?w . We know of these 


medically incoiape tent and detached and prejudicial against, us l e ft an. 



records only v,-h%t he has let ua know* First he wrote as that they were aorc likely to 'be 
used against us, and then la his office we got some understandiijg of what, has been eliminated 
in the files or from what’ was given ’him, and what he was .given. It gives -m a different ' 
insight into Our problem, why we have them, ms. why -the. records wore denied iui-: men sty «* 
natteraof law, vastier .the' unusual 'situation* I was entitled to than. 

^nless'.i sea© ' point is ’ served ' ty th© kinds of details;! had included in what lhavo 
cduxmrdod, • I' won’t go into then. And although .this ’coop' now gets a largo, portion ox its . 
income from govenassnt-eaployee medical 'insurance, I don't thin k .that in ‘-in tills case a 
factor. 1 also don't think that, the FBI filched ''the' £d&cing.;rccords. x ou should under- .. 
stand that .hero it .’is hot d 1 *- 8 '*' what you Imow 'of sy wozk and th© ' attitude toward it tlmt 
right i2®cl what X- reject. ihe government is really uptight about this suit because ofx . 
its potential, a broadened precedent. She least of. its hurt frees the first was the first 
cost when it was used ass 'precedent,' b5,GG0,Q0Q. X established a new principle and a' cosjSLy 
one to gjj veauaunt and to aviation in general. 

«/hatX do think is that (ilia. reviewed thus- 
negligence suit. Jn retrospect, with, only what 
without’ ay o-m contetaporsneous records, I have little doubt tmi if I could file one it 
would succeed. I can’t because wo can’t afford it and because ws could .not take tiie erootixial 
cost. year ago I would have, thought that oy wife only couldn't. So, although X don’t ’ 
think they will believe it, X haven't any Intention at all of filing anything against GHA. . 
But 1 do think -they have grounds for fear, lacking belief in ny saying I have no such 
intontiph, arid I do think they -want to hide the gross neglect and incompetence, and tins 
without tlie sialpractiso nay be eaouidi to cause the present probltes. Gozao of it is close 
to lov-^rade witchcraft. 

In die April consultation with the g.p* referred to above, on 'anxiety, -X asked' bin 
dje firsi&BOwlctige Shi had, for they never told' me it iiad been dxa43iosed* ha found a ,. 

19^ -record,' in aedical shorthand, just a 'few .-.words, -but -they' are the classic symptom and 
par cicely oriented, to. what is noi»> at issue in this suit, before there was any suit but 
■hvn v&nt'ti after the beginning of tiw trouble with the helicopters. I havccoo© "to .know 
these syuptoBS only though you and Gory, as you know. , 

Later ..say.. wife suffered sc«e iadesenibabiy frightcniing.reactioiis, aoim 'physical, / 
and I. tried to cope with tins, faced with 'medical indifference. I tool: her to a shrink " - - 
lia case the word, is a GospLomnt.), who saw us for an hour on this. At the end of 
that hour he bad .hot detected that W wife was 'by, then tim well into withdrawal on this, 
had already '-forced scat if not all of tlicestemely disagreeable things she suffered fron 
her r.-i-i , nd (completely by today), but he did decide wo are both phobic to aviation. (You . 
nay recall how 1 wm rushed ' onto- tbs pLane whan you’ were at the airport 'with' .a© . am ’the, 
warning' of the store th© plane dmd just corns tfcoou^n You know X got on that plaxio, ,'and'X; . 
tell you it was the roughest ride and the most frightening I* V© ever had. So, while- it; 
would be quite helpful in this, suit to actually be phobic toward aviation, I also givo you ■ 
qy belief that- while ueasy about it, isohethiuig never , discussed with the shrink, I never 
have cancelled a flight iaxd have sat for hours while planes wore repaired- and then 'taken, 
then. X am ..without doubt that ay iife is, 'was before then, and- tlmt.it doesn’t ..take- a’. shrink; 
to know -it.) 'He' did stop I am delusionary (which my not have boon Mm or nay : 

have been Mia and msm a la^er '«s7 f Paranoid axulschizo. All .in : an hour, all without any - 
testing, 'ho testing to date, by the' way. And at the tine X- had tho blackouts, ' Gary ■ took"';' 
an hl'I, ^got s reading separate from his oiffl*-/an&;both;' coincide. X aia tho oppo-Xte ;of : - ‘ 
paranoid and not in m. any nsasumble way outside of nora-iXl very ''healthy. .1 have tins 
^I-X shart and the readings. ■ , 

You .-.should also know that this was before say first bockf-a^aftor 'the ' liquidation of • 
th fora,’ so if true it can’ t bo attributed to this new work and writing. T he delusions 
alleged of a later date -and Although' there aro no couple of references, 'there 

are 'reflections’ of its influence on other doctors ~ o v* th the realities of my 


s records and saw a clear raamractise or 
X have known of what they §kn. .the la%?yer. 


■oiBt, and beeazae delusicsis simply because it was bejamd Hie ^perionce 


present work, 

of tho doctors. Shoy all, as X; .guess all doctors do, -began by a ski n g either what I do or, 
if they know Ep, hov; work- was ceding* Xo give what I think sighs aaaso you a bit in this 
gria' recounting, 'there was a doctor. X saw -for. the first tine on a hot day when I’d gone to 
Laskington and also gotten ay plane ’ticket .for a trip to 3.0. I was wearing only sandals, 
shorts and a sport shirt.. I had the picket in' sy. shirt packet, hhere else wfcs I to put it? 



He asked me what I did and I told him. He was fascinated. He said, he would like very much 
for his father to meet me because Ms father felt exactly as I wrote about the JFK assassina- 
tion. I said bring him up. He asked for and I later gave Ma -free - a set of ray books. He 
aptwi me about Garrison, I rSponded truthfully and told him I was going to h.O. the next 
week. Jill true. How I went to see Mm about what 1 had come to recognize as an emotional 
probeia and under the regulations -all is bureaucracy today - to ask about a psycMatric 
referral. Ills record of the interview, rather brief, make no reference to the latter or 
to Ms negative advice, that it would lead to a futility (here he was righi^ 1 for later 
I ignored Ms advic^ and he has a crack about an airline ticket in .my pocket and icy having 
said 1 was going to N.O. Medicine, ihil? I think it is the reflection of these dubious..,- 
earlier records he read before he saw me, the way it works there. 

Haturally, these alleged . "diagnoses" at the very best must 'make my lawyer apprehensive 
about me. It! is iuy- material, my word, ^.representation,' - fly reeordS|ythat''. he is talcing to . 
court. Here, aside from the poisoning of all medical attention, 'bj&fe'X think the real 
damage to us TAasa from this witchcraft. So, the first thing 1 did was to write the 
medical director when. I couldn't get .to see him and put it simply* if I suffer these things, 
why have I. not been treated, why am i not now treated? I pay S850f a; year, how about the . " . 
medical attention your -own records show 1 need and has never been suggested or offered 
and, to the contrary, refused when I sought it for other reasons? I said as an alternative, 

I wanted a real evaluation so if there is error, it can be rectified. Well, that took 
the roof off. They have been sweating aaid giving me a rough time since. They make and 
withdraw promises, offer and withdraw services, but the one thing they won t do is any© 
tiling that can cast any doubt on the * 1 medicine* , a3 tliey practise it. Tftose'aro aka holy. 

Hi, response to the last letter I wrote one yesterday but today decided not to mail it. I 
reminded them of serious error in earlier physical diagnosis of both Idl and me -some- 
times ask me to tell you of the one on Lil, for I think it will open 'your eyes about 
medicine in allegedly backward countries- in ny case two successive errors that led to 
much cost and pain, for it caused adhesions in the shoulders that had to be broken over; 
a three-month period. ■ ■ 

..I ap- to finally have a conference with, the new chief shrink and the medical director 
and in tMwVing it over I decided to let it await thatf^ despite the fact 'that tMs will . 
mean tv?o professional words against mine if it is a hassle . and has consequences. I was : . j , 
foresigjited enouth to suggest, when they began to indicate such a meeting would come, that 
to" -'eliminate any confusion or faulty recollection, we revert to the old manner of psychiatry 
and tape record it, offering to bring sy own if they are now without them. TMs was ignored 
in the response. . 

Meanwhile, it also turns out that never having mentioned anxiety to either of us, 
they did diagnose it as "acute” with .both of us not less than 10 years ago. And the things : 
that my records show happened to Ml are, if inadequately, more than indicated in their 
■records. But in all cases they did nothing. He^dizainess, he lack of sense of balance, 
he inability to walk straight periodically, in the records and nothing was done. If . 

there lias even physical testing, I am aware of none. Tgis pretty clearly means negligence, 
and the lack of aay psycMatric consideration - ever -X thinkv tell you enough if not about 
their probable fear of malpractise or negligence -action, them enough about their unwillingness, 
I am less troubled - than, 'they fthink about the diagnosis of more serious mental illness tq 
me. Too many people - criticise- .me for the opposite of paranoia, including people in the 
field, 'Gary, and I know how I live. Unless it means something quite different 'than.-.,, 
its lay meaning, I wouldn't give’ it a second thought. I doubt the scMzo, and their not 
even' making a psycMatric referral' at any time after tMs, including when I asked, for it, 
is enough 'answer to me* Hore, although ■ I: .'would regard it as false* I would also regard it 
as helpful rather than hm*tful; ! :in''pur - litigation except as it could- related to my erodihility,.- 

Even psychiatric clues on Lil are included in what they- Md no tMng! about, ’ like -. r;V 
indications of depression, withdrawal, etc., and all predictable under the circumstances. 

Ho, I wonder what if anything I can get GH& to do since they interpret thei^ rules 
and regulations and with their hangups about any real psychiatric workups. I don t know 
if you can help generally on this or if you consider, their hangups, assuming the'depemdability 
of my reflection of tiien, inivurmouhtable. And I also at some point need a really good 
psycMatrist who would not be unwilling to confront such black-magic medicine as tMs 
seems to be to me. If you can't help, please don't worry. Gotta get to other tilings, so best 
to you both. 



